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Promoting Regional Linkage Development through the Expansion of the River—Basin
Economic Model: Theoretical Logic and Practical Pathways

Li Pengfei Ye Yunling

Abstract: As a composite spatial unit with natural, economic, and social attributes, the river basin serves as an important carrier
for regional linkage development. Resource constraints, spatial organization, factor allocation, and institutional coordination jointly
constitute the theoretical logic through which the expansion of the river-basin economic model promotes regional linkage
development: resource constraints delimit development intensity and functional boundaries; spatial organization shapes the
“node—corridor”spatial configuration; factor allocation improves the efficiency of cross—regional resource and factor allocation; and
institutional coordination strengthens cross—regional rule alignment and interest coordination. However, the expansion of the
river—basin economic model still faces several constraints, including the prominent contradiction between basin development
intensity and resource and environmental carrying—capacity boundaries, the underdeveloped industrial division system guided by
basin functional gradients, the absence of a stable interest adjustment mechanism between upstream protection and downstream
benefits, the deviation between basin—-wide overall objectives and local development objectives, and the lack of closed-loop
basin—-wide governance. Accordingly, policy efforts should take resource carrying—capacity boundaries as the premise for advancing
ecological protection and industrial upgrading in a coordinated manner; use major function—oriented zoning as the spatial basis for
optimizing basin spatial structure and overall layout; take the development of a unified national market as the driving force for
promoting connectivity and facilitating factor flows; use institutional coordination to strengthen rule alignment and interest
coordination; and integrate planning, policy implementation, and evaluation to establish a long—term mechanism for basin
governance.

Key Words: River-Basin Economic Model; Regional Linkage Development; Spatial Organization; Factor Allocation; Institutional

Coordination
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