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Network—Based Urbanization: Research on Optimizing China’s Urbanization Spatial Patterns
in the New Era

Sheng Guangyao

Abstract: Abstract: As China’ s urbanization enters its mid—to—late development phase, establishing a networked urbanization
development pattern represents an inevitable choice for optimizing future urban organizational structures. Theoretically,
networking constitutes the advanced stage in the evolution of urban spatial development patterns, with urban networks embodying
the ideal form for coordinated development among large, medium, and small cities. In practice, the refinement of transportation
networks provides foundational support for networked development, while international planning practices of polycentric networks
offer valuable lessons. Aligning with the evolutionary patterns and developmental trends of urbanization’s spatial organization, it
is imperative to advance the optimization of urbanization development through a networked strategy, constructing a multi-scale,
multi-tiered, and multidimensional urban network. Specific approaches include advancing the networked development of urban
regions at different scales—national, city cluster, and metropolitan area—while progressively expanding network structures across
tiers such as core networks, main networks, and comprehensive networks. Enhancing the urban network system across dimensions
like spatial form, functional connectivity, and governance systems will foster the formation of a networked urbanization
development pattern.
Key Words: Network—Based Urbanization; Spatial Pattern of Urbanization; Urban Network
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