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New Agricultural Business Entities Driving Urban—Rural Integration:
A Perspective of Digitalization, Greening, and Labor Mobility

Wang Jiating Gong Wei

Abstract: As pivotal agents driving agricultural modernization and urban—rural integration, new agricultural business entities
(NABEs) significantly influence urban—rural development. Based on panel data from 31 Chinese provinces (2013-2022), this
study measures provincial urban—rural integration levels and examines the mechanisms and pathways through which NABEs
promote integration from the perspectives of agricultural digitalization, green development, and labor mobility. Key findings
include: (1) NABEs effectively advance urban—rural integration via scaled and intensive operations; (2) By fostering agricultural
digitalization and greening, NABEs enhance production efficiency, narrow urban—rural income gaps, and ultimately drive
integration; (3) Through market—oriented practices (e.g., employment and skills training), NABEs facilitate labor mobility from
rural to secondary/tertiary industries, optimizing labor allocation across urban and rural areas. This research delineates the
theoretical logic and practical pathways for NABEs’ role in integration, while offering critical policy insights for efficient resource
allocation and rural revitalization.
Key Words: New Agricultural Business Entities; Urban—Rural Integration; Agricultural Green Development; Agricultural
Digitalization; Labor Mobility
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