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The Construction of An Independent Knowledge System: Theoretical Kernel and Assessment
System for Regionally Coordinated and Balanced Development

Cheng Changchun Ye Lei Yang Fenghua

Abstract: In response to the significant practical need for China’s regional development to transition from “non—equilibrium
catch—-up growth” to “coordinated and balanced development,” and in an attempt to move beyond the explanatory limitations of
traditional regional economic theories, this paper—based on the strategic plans outlined at the Fourth Plenary Session of the 20th
CPC Central Committee regarding “optimizing regional economic layouts and promoting coordinated regional development” —
systematically reconstructs the theoretical core of “coordinated and balanced regional development” and innovates its evaluation
framework. Theoretically, it moves beyond the “convergence—divergence” dichotomy by establishing an analytical framework
centered on “institutional empowerment, factor upgrading, dynamic equilibrium, and coordinated development.” This framework
elucidates China’s unique pathway from “unbalanced development” to “coordinated intervention” and ultimately to “coordinated
balance.” In terms of the assessment system, a multidimensional dynamic evaluation framework incorporating dimensions of
balance, coordination, and integration is developed, employing an entropy—weighted TOPSIS—spatial econometric model for
comprehensive measurement. An empirical analysis of 110 cities in the Yangtze River Economic Belt reveals a distinct east-high,
west—low gradient pattern in regional development, with significant effects from institutional interventions and new factor—driven
growth. However, upstream regions continue to face deep—seated constraints in balancing ecological, developmental, and
livelihood considerations. By integrating theoretical reconstruction with practical innovation, this study aims not only to provide a
scholarly foundation for interpreting the efficacy of China’s regional economic governance but also to propose a novel paradigm for
regional relations in governance.
Key Words: Regionally Coordinated and Balanced Development; Theoretical Kernel; Assessment System; New Quality Productive
Forces; Chinese Modernization
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