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Research Trends and Prospects of Economic Geography under Chinese Modernization

Xing Xiaoxu Sun Jiuwen

Abstract: Economic geography, as an interdisciplinary field concerned with the spatial organization and evolutionary dynamics of
economic activities, holds substantial theoretical and practical significance in advancing Chinese—style modernization. Based on a
systematic literature review and CiteSpace—based visual analysis, this study identifies three foundational dimensions of the
discipline: the conceptual clarification of core terms, the historical evolution of the field, and the structure of keyword
co—occurrence networks—together revealing an intertwined and cross—disciplinary developmental trajectory. Aligned with the
strategic imperatives of Chinese-style modernization, six key thematic areas emerge within economic geography research:
globalization and regional economic integration; digitalization and technological progress; regional sustainable development;
transformation of human-land relations; cultural and institutional change; and theoretical advances in new economic geography.
Looking ahead to the demands of a new development paradigm, the paper proposes five priority directions for deepening economic
geography research: strengthening foundational theory; advancing localized empirical studies; broadening applied research
scenarios; enhancing interdisciplinary integration; and fostering international knowledge exchange. These efforts aim to build a
knowledge system in economic geography with distinct Chinese characteristics, promote innovation in theory and methodology, and
provide robust academic support and policy insights for coordinated regional development, strategic economic spatial planning, and
the high—quality development of the national territorial system.
Key Words: Chinese Modernization; Economic Geography; Research Trends; Knowledge Mapping; Disciplinary Prospects
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