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Study on the Evolution of Opening up Spatial Pattern, Obstacle Factors and Countermeasures
of Yangtze River Economic Belt

Liu Hui Yeerken Wuzhaiti

Abstract:Using foreign trade and foreign investment data of 11 provinces in the Yangtze River Economic Belt from 1993 to 2022,
the comprehensive opening up index was constructed based on two dimensions of opening scale and opening intensity to carry out
empirical research. Research indicates: In the past 30 years, the level of opening up of the Yangtze River Economic Belt has
increased rapidly, which can be divided into four different stages: slow—growth, rapid—growth, fluctuation—growth and
accelerated—growth. There is a clear polarization between the lower reaches and the middle—upper reaches in spatial structure.
Meanwhile, the unbalanced development of the upper, middle and lower reaches, the imperfect regional cooperation mechanism
and the weak supporting capacity of regional opening platforms and international channels are the main obstacles to the opening
up of the Yangtze River Economic Belt. In order to further expand the high—level opening up of the Yangtze Economic Belt, it
should focus on connecting domestic and major international corridors under the direction of the overall spatial framework of the
Belt and Road Initiative to strengthen the unobstructed and effective transportation and the linkage of land and sea. Besides, it
also needs to accelerate the building of inland open highlands and border ports to strengthen support for opening up and build a
new pattern of all-dimensional and multi-level opening—up.
Key Words: Yangtze River Economic Belt; Opening up; Obstacle Factors; Spatial Pattern
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