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AL N A TR o B iy R 3R ] AR o A AL
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Social Filter Theory: The Review of a Regional Innovation Theory

Ren Jianhui Lai Linlin

Abstract: As a significant branch of regional innovation theory, this paper will systematically trace the source and commented on
the social filter theory four aspects: the concept of social filter, the construction and measurement of indicators of social filter, the
mechanism of social filter affecting regional innovation and achievement transformation, empirical research. Existing innovation
theories were more focused on the superficial description of the phenomenon of innovation, but lacked of attention to the local
social conditions of innovation generation and achievement transformation, which is the premise of constructing innovation ecology.
Social filter theory emphasizes that innovation activities are rooted and constrained by local social, cultural and institutional
factors. The social filter conditions constituted by these factors not only affect the generation of regional innovation, but also
determine the efficiency of achievement transformation. Therefore, the study of social filter theory fundamentally reveals the
reasons for the different geography of innovation.

Key Words: Social Filter; Regional Innovation; Knownledge Spillover; Regional Innovation Pattern
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