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Research on Evaluation and Policy Optimization of Institutional Opening Level in China

Nie Xinwei Xue Qinyuan

Abstract: Based on the conceptual connotation and basic characteristics of institutional openness, this paper evaluates the level
of institutional openness of 31 provinces in China by using the Entropy-Topsisi Distance Function Method from the evaluation
index system composed of business environment, trade and investment liberalization and facilitation, and institutional innovation.
The results show that pilot free trade zones and other new era “experimental fields” have a significant improvement effect on the
level of institution-based opening. Guangdong, Beijing, Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Tianjin, Fujian and other eastern regions
lead the institution—based opening. Central and western regions, such as Henan, Hunan, Sichuan, Shaanxi and Chongqing, have
also witnessed rapid improvement in their opening—up level with the gradient transfer of industries and the belt and Road
Initiative. However, due to the existence of weaknesses in different dimensions, in order to realize the overall improvement of
institutional openness in China’s different regions, it is imperative to further optimize the distribution of the new era “pilot fields”
such as free trade zones to the central and western regions and border areas,develop free trade zones and free trade zone alliances
along coastal areas, along rivers, and along land and sea corridors, promote the transformation and upgrading of institutional open
platforms at an appropriate time, and accelerate the concentrated development of platforms with different open functions.
Key Words: Institutional Opening; Evaluation Index; Pilot Free Trade Zone
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