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The Construction Strategy of Interurban Cooperation Space
— Based on the Case Comparision Study of Special Cooperation Zone

Jiang Minghua

Abstract: The establishment of the special cooperation zone marks new changes of interurban cooperation in China. It requires
better industrial conditions, more emphasis on the theme of rural development and on the embedding of the advanced social and
economic system in the cooperation zone, which is a new social space phenomenon, named Interurban Cooperation Space (ICS).
The emerging special cooperation zones in China include Shenzhen—Shanwei Special Cooperation Zone, Nanjing—Huaian Special
Cooperation Zone and Guangzhou—Qingyuan Economic Special Cooperation Zone. This article analyzes their construction strategies
by employing the method developed by the theorists of New State Space. The result shows that there are different assembles of
discourse, rescaling and reterritorialization. It turns out that the contents of these strategies varied when the specific special
cooperation zone is concerned. The key findings of the comparison of these cases are the following: The basis of the ICS lies in the
industrial conditions. The rescaling of discourse is the key strategy of ICS that affects the effectiveness of other two strategies,
even dominates the constructive process of ICS. The intrinsic demand of high—scale partners greatly promotes the construction of
ICS. The implication of these findings suggests that, in one hand, a new model of interurban cooperation when attention is paid to
how to connect the poverty alleviation and rural development fluently and effectively and, in the other hand, a confirmation of New
State Space theory in the context of China.

Key Words: Special Cooperation Zone; Discursive Construction; Rescaling; Reterritorialization
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