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The Expansion of Shenzhen Special Zone from the Perspective of Regional Cooperation

Wang Chengjun Jiang Minghua Xu Hanming

Abstract: On the surface, the expansion of Special Economic Zone refers to the expansion of its territory. In fact, the nature of
this process means spreading of the special economic policies and the successful experiences tested by Shenzhen SEZ. With
regional cooperation as the main form of expansion of Shenzhen SEZ, this process can be roughly divided into three stages, and
the motivation, procedures and results of them are obviously different. In the first stage, the motive force of cooperation is the
policy coordination effect, and the adaptation of “special zone” discourse to hegemonic discourse is its main characteristic. In the
second stage, Shenzhen Municipal plays as the role of key actor, which leads to the success of the expansion of Shenzhen SEZ. In
the third stage, the motive of the two sides of cross—border actors is the comprehensive benefit of the coordination of resources
and policies, and the emergence of the urban—regional scale alleviates the contradictions between the parties and is the key to the
expansion of the SEZ. It is found that different cooperative dynamics lead to different discourse construction, scale jump and
network construction, and then affect the stability of cooperation results.
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