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Vigorously Promoting the High Quality Development of Urban Agglomeration
Preface to Study on Urban Agglomerations in China Series

Fan Hengshan

Abstract: Urban agglomeration is the spatial organization form of the highest level of urban development. As the main gathering
place of resource elements and the strongest carrier of collaborative innovation, urban agglomeration plays a core supporting role
in regional and national economic and social development. Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
China has made active plans for and vigorously promoted urban agglomeration as the main form of new urbanization. In the new
stage of development, we should further understand and give full play to the important role of urban agglomeration construction in
implementing the new development concept and promoting the formation of a new pattern of development. China should follow the
requirements of objective laws, focus on solving key problems, and constantly improve the level of urban agglomeration
development. Urban agglomeration bears the agglomeration and allocation of resource elements in a larger space beyond a single
city. It is not a simple urban agglomeration, but a closely related integrated functional area formed by cities of different scales and
grades in a specific space on the basis of division of labor and cooperation. Therefore, to promote the development of urban
agglomerations, various supporting and coordinating mechanisms should be established and improved, with the guidance of
promoting the free flow of resources and factors and all-round opening and cooperation among cities.
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