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The Historical Evolution and New Characteristicsof Border Development and
Opening—up in China

Shen Guiping Hu Wei Yu Chang

Abstract: In the new era, the border areas are transforming from border areas into pioneers and pioneers in all-round opening
up. To further open the border areas to the international community is the historical mission of accelerating the formation of a
pattern of east—west two—way opening up and building a new pattern of international and domestic double—cycle development in
the new era. The development and opening up of the border areas can be roughly divided into five stages: prudent opening up
(1949—1977) , open exploration (1978—1991) , strategic slarting (1992—2006) , in—depth advancing (2007—2012) and
economic and strategic periphery (2013—present). This paper analyzes the economic development status and characteristics of
border provinces/regions, the development status and characteristics of border open cities, and the new characteristics of border
development and opening in the new period. The research finds that the economic development pressure of border provinces/
regions continues to intensify, and the overall development and opening lags behind. The economic construction of open cities
along the border has achieved remarkable results, but the development results have not benefited local residents well, and the
hollowing out of industry has been further highlighted. Scientific and educational cooperation and cultural exchanges driven by
economic and trade cooperation are showing a steady growth trend. The opening up of border provinces, autonomous regions and
the whole province has become a new feature of the opening and development of border areas.
Key Words: Border Areas; Development and Opening—up;Evolution Process; New Features
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