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Reasons and Reflections on the Rise of Southwest China

Tang Zhengren

Abstract: Southwest China, which has been in a backward state for a long time in history, is realizing its overall rise, which has
prompted China’s regional economic pattern to change from fast in the east and slow in the west to fast in the South and slow in
the north. The overall rise of Southwest China is a dialectical unity of internal and external factors promoting and transforming
each other. It is not only the result of the implementation of the strategy of developing the western region, but also the result of
emancipating the mind, seizing opportunities, pioneering and innovating, and striving hard in the southwest region. The overall rise
of the southwest region is of great significance for the country to win the battle against poverty, build a moderately prosperous
society in an all-round way, maintain sustained and healthy development of the national macro—economy, bring the strategy of the
Yangtze River economic belt and the international cooperation of the “Belt and Road”. At the same time, it should be noted that
the overall rise of the southwest region is a rather long process. The rise of the southwest cannot be overestimated, and the
shortcomings that exist cannot be ignored. To maintain the rise of the southwest, we need to focus on several aspects: the state
should continue to deepen the strategy of developing the western region; the southwest region should adhere to the two bottom
lines of development and ecology, and strive to build an important ecological protective screen and green development
demonstration zone in the upper reaches of the Yangtze River; to build “diamond” city clusters and strive to build the fourth
growth pole of China’s regional economy; to broaden the “new land—sea channel” of the “Belt and Road” and creating a new
highland of inland opening.

Key Words: Rise of Southwest China; Unbalanced Development; Western Region Development
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