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An Analysis of China’s Urbanization and its Regional Differences towards 2030
Li Guoping Sun Yu

Abstract: China’s urbanization level has reached 60.6% by 2019, when it has developed into the middle and later stage. The
further improvement of urbanization level will not only have a positive effect on economic and social development, but also
profoundly affect the spatial pattern of China’s regional economy. Based on the experience of urbanization development at home
and abroad, and the analysis of China’s urbanization time series data since the reform and opening up, it can be concluded that
China’s urbanization development conforms to the law presented by Northam Curve. The urbanization rate can reach 70% by 2030.
Affected by the regional changes in economic development level and industrial structure, the spatial pattern of urbanization in
China has changed from “high in the north and low in the south” to “high in the east and low in the west”. The level of
urbanization in the four regions will also change. At the same time, the relative level of urbanization in the provinces is converging
and the absolute level is expanding. This trend leads China to the dual challenges of “too thin” and “too dense” population in the
future. Accordingly, we should optimize the urban spatial pattern, as well as improve the allocation capacity of urban resources
and the comprehensive carrying capacity to deal with this problem.
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