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Social Capital Drives Urban Innovation

Li Xuewei Fang Hao

Abstract: Promoting urban innovation is an important way to address the challenges of global economic
transformation and achieve regional sustainable development. As an important resource for urban innovation and
development, social capital has received extensive attention in academic circles in recent years. Focusing on
the theme of social capital drives urban innovation, this paper have tried to answer the four questions of “What
is innovation in urban development” “What is social capital in urban innovation” “How does social capital play
a role in urban innovation and development” and “How to test the relationship between social capital and urban
innovation” by making a comprehensive review of literatures. It is found that although the related research has
systematically and empirically tested the mechanism of social capital-driven urban innovation from the macro,
meso and micro levels, there is still a lack of more detailed correlation analysis and causal mechanism
analysis. It is suggested that relevant research should continue to deepen in terms of theory, methods, and
indicator measures.
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